Tumors of the ampulla of Vater.
Ampullary tumors are relatively rare, but the occurrence of biliary obstruction early in the disease course facilitates diagnosis. With technologic advances, methods of diagnosis, treatment, and management of ampullary tumors are constantly evolving. However, despite rapid improvements in these areas, preoperative differentiation between adenomas and adenocarcinomas remains difficult. Forcep biopsy specimens can accurately detect the presence or absence of adenomatous changes, but they have a high false-negative rate for adenocarcinoma. Whereas it is generally agreed that all ampullary tumors should be removed or resected, patient selection for the various treatments, including pancreatoduodenectomy, local resection, and endoscopic treatment, remains controversial. Stage of disease, patient characteristics (ie, age and comorbid conditions), and local availability of expertise determine treatment options.